
February 14, 2024 

Matthew Karney, Planner 
Jefferson County Planning and Zoning 
100 Jefferson County Parkway 
Golden, CO 80419 

Dear Mr. Karney 

Thank you for the referral on the rezoning of the Golden Mine (Case Number 23 137296RZ), 
which is adjacent to county-owned property, under contract for sale. The county entered into a 
Purchase and Sale Agreement on June 7, 2022, with BBGR LLC (BBGR or Developer). Since 
that time, the county has been working with the Developer to rezone and annex the property into 
the City of Golden.  

The county’s vision for this property is a vibrant mix of industrial, commercial, and regional 
recreational uses that provides primary jobs, services, and access to the County’s extensive 
network of open space trails and parks. The first step to achieving this vision occurred on 
November 28, 2023, when the City of Golden approved the annexation and rezoning of the 
county’ property. The county’s property is now called the Junction, a name reflective of the 
future meeting place of mountain bikers, hikers, families, and workers centered on the county’s 
newly rezoned 51 acres.  

As part of the due diligence for the sale and the rezoning, representatives from the county and 
BBGR met with representatives from the State Land Board, Denver Brick Company, and 
Environmental Alternatives Inc. on February 14, 2023. At this meeting, we discussed the 
realignment of the mine’s access point due to the planned trail connections and new land use. 
BBGR then proceeded with the annexation and rezoning process through the City of Golden. As 
required through Golden regulations, as an adjacent landowner, the State Land Board was 
notified of the community meeting and sent a referral. No comments were received.  

While creation of the Junction anticipated and can accommodate the existing mining activity, 
expansion of the mine may prolong truck traffic and blasting activity for several years. 
Additional trucks and blasting may be in conflict and may create safety issues for the 
recreationists, public, and employees of the Junction.  

Access 

The Golden Mine currently accesses their property through two access roads. Both access roads 
were evaluated and approved through permit # M1976-007UG from the Division of Reclamation 
and Mine Safety. One approved access road traverses the State Land Board’s property to the 
north and connects with 56th Avenue which allows full access onto Highway 93. The other access 
road is to the east through the county’s property which only allows south bound access to 
Highway 93. For evidence of access rights through the county’s property, the applicant submitted 
Patent No. 6964 (Patent), executed in 1955, reserving to the State of Colorado “the right of 



 
ingress and egress for the purpose of mining…” The Patent did not specify an exact location for 
the access, which is currently in the form of an unmaintained, gated dirt road.  
 
Golden’s Annexation and Development Agreement (Annexation Agreement) requires new access 
onto Highway 93 in the form of a roundabout to allow full access movement. Additionally, the 
Annexation Agreement requires a grade separated pedestrian crossing to enhance the safety of 
recreationists on the county’s regional trail system and an extension of the county’s North Table 
Mountain parking lot. Due to Colorado Department of Transportation regulations, the existing 
topography along Highway 93, and an expansion of North Table Mountain parking lot, the 
access point will be in a different location than the present-day location. The access from the 
mine to Highway 93 will be routed through the new development on private, paved roads with a 
regional trail, sidewalks, parking, landscape, and business activity. Due to the increase in 
recreational, commercial, and industrial activities, there may be public safety and dirt/mud 
tracking issues.   
 
Blasting 
 
Of more concern to the Junction is the rezoning request to allow blasting in the new mining area. 
Blasting is not compatible with the allowed and planned land uses and regional trails. There is a 
potential for considerable impacts to public safety due to debris and subsidence from 
shockwaves.  
 
The blasting report submitted with the rezoning application did not take into consideration the 
public use of regional trails nor the tenants and customers of the new industrial and commercial 
businesses. While the blasting plan anticipates clearing traffic and installing guards on any public 
roads during blasting, the plan assumed the county’s property would remain vacant. There is no 
information on how businesses will be impacted nor how the public will be protected.  
 
Additionally, the prospective industrial tenants are in the research and development area, as 
encouraged by the Jefferson Economic Development Corporation. Tenants may have calibrated 
machinery that could be damaged and disrupted with each blast.  
 
Finally, there are old coal mines on the county’s property. While BBGR is determining the extent 
of the subsidence area, it is known that shock waves from blasting can increase instability in 
these areas. With the investment of utilities, roads, buildings, and new trails in the area, 
shockwaves and blasting could damage infrastructure. 
  
Thank you for the consideration of these concerns as an adjacent property owner. I will continue 
to work with the State Land Board regarding these concerns. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Kate Newman 
Deputy County Manager 
 
Attachments: Annexation Agreement, Patent No. 6964 


















